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BOSTON : 
J.  E.  FARWELL  AND   COMPANY,  PRINTERS   TO   THE   CITY, 


No.    37    Congress    Street. 


1862. 


CITY     OF    BOSTON. 


In  School  Committee,  January  13,  1862. 

Ordeeed  :  That  a  Committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  take 
into  consideration  the  adoption  of  some  uniform  rule  of  dis- 
charging pupils  from  the  Public  Schools. 

Passed  :  and  the  Chair  appointed  as  that  Committee  Messrs. 

Drew  of  Ward  9,   Brewer,   Palmer  of  Ward  4,   Hall,   and 

Alley. 

Attest : 

BARNARD  CAPEN,  Secretary. 


In  School  Committee,  March.  18,  1862. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  order  relating  to 
the  discharge  of  pupils,  having  duly  considered  the  subject, 

REPORT: 

At  the  first  meeting  it  was  voted  to  address  a  note  to  the 
masters,  inquiring  if  they  had  any  rule  for  the  discharge  of 
pupils,  and  if  so,  what.  Most  of  them  considered  the  subject  of 
sufficient  importance  to  elicit  an  answer ;  and  they  agree  upon 
one  fact  —  the  want  of  uniformity.  From  the  answers,  your 
Committee  could  readily  appreciate  this  "  want,"  for  no  two 
schools  seemed  to  have  the  same  rules,  and  the  school  having 
the  highest  percentage  of  attendance  "has  no  regular  rule." 
If  the  statistics  required  of  the  teachers  for  the  purpose  of  ascer- 


taming  the  average  attendance  are  of  any  worth,  the  truthful- 
ness must  add  to  their  value.  At  the  beginning,  we  must  first 
ascertain  who  are  scholars ;  those  only  who  attend  every  day, 
or  those  who  intend  to  educate  themselves  in  the  school.  The 
Committee  agree  upon  the  latter  construction ;  and  that,  gov- 
erned by  proper  rules,  will,  in  a  great  measure  remedy,  the  ex- 
isting difficulty,  for  it  is  at  this  point  that  the  greatest  difference 
exists ;  some  teachers  discharging  a  pupil  for  sickness  in  three 
days,  and  others  keeping  them  on  the  record  for  months.  To 
be  sure,  a  pupil  suffers  no  loss  from  having  his  name  taken  from 
the  roll,  but  he  is  no  less  a  scholar ;  for,  if  he  is  not,  he  must  be 
reckoned  as  one  of  those  who  are  growing  up  among  us  without 
any  education,  and  under  the  belief  that  he  is  a  scholar  until 
he  leaves  school  for  some  other  cause  than  sickness.  The 
Committee  would  offer  for  the  consideration  of  the  Board  the 
following  Rules  :  — 

Rule  1st.  No  scholar  shall  be  discharged  from  school  on 
account  of  sickness,  unless  by  request  of  their  parents. 

2d.  Any  scholar  who  is  absent  for  one  week  from  any  other 
cause  than  sickness,  shall  have  his  name  stricken  from  the  roll 
immediately,  but  shall  be  readmitted  on  application. 

3d.  Any  teacher  who  is  satisfied  that  a  scholar  does  not 
intend  to  return  to  school,  may  take  his  or  her  name  from 
the  roll. 

4th.  No  scholar  shall  be  counted  as  present,  who  shall  re- 
port themselves  at  the  beginning  of  the  session,  and  then  get- 
ting excused,  but  pupils  shall  not  be  counted  as  absent,  who  for 
reason  of  ill  health  are  permitted  by  the  District  Committees  to 
attend  school  during  a  part  only  of  the  day. 
For  the  Committee, 

JOSEPH  L.  DREW,  Chairman. 

Read,  the  Report  accepted,  and  the  propositions  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Rules  and  Regulations. 

Attest:  BARNARD  CAPEN,   Secretary. 


In  School  Committee,  July  1,  1862. 

Oedered  :  That  the  Committee  on  Rules  and  Regulations 

be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the  Report  of  a 

Special  Committee  on  "  the  discharge  of  pupils  from  school," 

and  that  one  hundred  copies  of  said  Report  be  printed,  that  it 

may  be  brought  before  this  Board  for  its  direct  consideration 

and  action. 

Attest : 

BARNARD  CAPEN,  Secretary. 
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